


 The responsibilities of local leaders can be placed into these 
categories: 

 We have an organization to maintain, with the constant problem of 
staffing. 

 We have programs to manage. 

 We have procedures to follow. 

 We have official policies to administer. 

 Then, we have principles to honor and to teach. 

 Organization, programs, procedures, policies, and principles—all 
are important. But they are not of equal importance. You may very 
well spend time and budget on things that are not crucial and actually 
neglect the weightier matter. 

 Boyd K. Packer, ―Principles,‖ Ensign, Mar. 1985, 6 



There are principles of the gospel underlying every phase 

of Church administration. These are not explained in the 

handbooks. They are found in the scriptures. They are the 

substance of and the purpose for the revelations.  



 

March Visiting Teaching Message 
The Relief Society general presidency 

suggests a careful review of this month’s 

Visiting Teaching Message. Please refer 

to the additional support information. 

 

March Call to Action 
As you study the March Visiting Teaching 

Message, ponder this question: 

- What personal goal would 

help me improve my daily 

scripture study? 

http://www.lds.org/library/display/0,4945,2044-1-5133-1,00.html
http://www.lds.org/pa/display/0,17884,8776-1,00.html
http://www.lds.org/pa/display/0,17884,8776-1,00.html
http://www.lds.org/pa/display/0,17884,8776-1,00.html


Inviting children to learn from the scriptures 

will help them develop a lifelong love for the 

word of God.  Plan ways each week to 

invite the children to use and learn from 

their scriptures 

Holland Video 





We invite all young 

women to prepare 

spiritually to hear the 

inspired messages from 

our leaders by reading 

about the prophet Joshua 

(see Joshua 1) and 

learning of his strength 

and courage. 



 



 Search diligently 

 Feast 

 Study 

 Immerse 

 Seek 

 Treasure 

 Expound 

 Give heed 

 Hear 

 Believe 

 Delight in 

 Pondereth 

 Teach 

 Testify of 

 Live 

 Establish 

 Put in our hearts 

 Time be devoted to… 

 

Are you doing them? 



 



 

Fire in the Bones, Shad Anderson 

Jeremiah 20:8-9 pg. 

969 

But his word was in 

mine heart as a 

burning fire shut up 

in my bones 



Because the word of the Lord has brought me insult and 

reproach I tried to hold it in.  I tried to not speak the word 

but it was like a fire shut up in my bones and I am weary 

of holding it in, indeed, I cannot! 



 



―I couldn’t eat.  I couldn’t sleep.  

 I just wanted to read the book.‖ 

Me 



Someone has likened the scriptures 

to a treasure house with numerous 

rooms, each room containing a 

treasure to bless our lives. However, 

we need keys of experience and 

understanding to help us unlock the 

secrets of these treasures and 

appreciate their value. 

 



A remarkable thing about the 
treasure house of the 
scriptures is that each time we 
go back to them we can take 
additional treasures away with 
us to bless our lives and the 
lives of those with whom we 
associate. Thus, regardless of 
how many times we have read 
the scriptures, when we read 
again we see principles and 
truths not seen nor understood 
before.  

 Marking the Scriptures, Daniel Ludlow, 3 

 

 



―I couldn’t eat.  I couldn’t sleep.  

 I just wanted to read the book.‖ 

Me 

Buried Treasure 

Nuggets 

Lost 

Treasure 



Many find that the best time to study is in the 

morning after a night’s rest has cleared the mind 

of the many cares that interrupt thought.  Others 

prefer to study in the quiet hours after the work 

and worries of the day are over and brushed 

aside, thus ending the day with a peace and 

tranquility that comes by communion with the 

scriptures.   



Perhaps what is more important than the hour of the 
day is that a regular time be set aside for study.  It 
would be ideal if an hour could be spent each day; 
but if that much cannot be had, a half hour on a 
regular basis would result in substantial 
accomplishment.  A quarter of an hour is little time, 
but it is surprising how much enlightenment and 
knowledge can be acquired in a subject so 
meaningful. 

-Howard W. Hunter, Ensign Nov 2979, 64 



 There is a reason why scriptures require 
more than a casual reading. They are filled 
with truths of eternal importance, often 
packed so closely together, that you can’t get 
all the meaning on the first pass. This 
principle is beautifully taught in the following 
passage:  

 ―We might ask why the scriptures have to be 
pondered to be understood and appreciated. 
After all, we don’t need to ponder 
newspapers or magazines. We understand 
them at a first reading. What makes the 
scriptures different? 

  (Dennis and Sandra Packard, ―Pondering the Word,‖ Journal of Book of 
Mormon Studies, p. 51) 

 



 ―An analogy might help. The scriptures are like a 
symphony. The problem with a symphony, if it can be 
called a problem, is that there is so much going on at the 
same time that an inexperienced listener feels bewildered, 
not knowing what to listen for, or how to make sense of 
everything. But the music lover knows what to do. He 
picks out a theme carried by the string section, compares 
it to a variation on that theme by the oboes, and hears the 
composer being playful or reflective or joyful. Unlike the 
novice, he hears and feels the effects of the details that 
give the symphony, in all its complexity, its power and 
impact.‖ (Dennis and Sandra Packard, ―Pondering the 
Word,‖ Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, p. 51) 

 



 Phillip and the man from Ethiopia 

 Acts 8:26-36 

 You remember that Philip met the 
eunuch from the Court of Candace. 
The eunuch was reading Messianic 
prophecies in the Book of Isaiah. 
Philip said unto him, ―Understandest 
thou what thou readest?‖ And he 
said, ―How can I, except some man 
should guide me.‖ (Acts 8:26–31.) 
We need to be taught how to 
approach the Standard Works of the 
Church, and then, if we follow the 
simple, easy formulas that are 
provided, we shall have a new vision 
of doctrinal understanding, and new 
desires to live righteously will grow 
up in our hearts.  

 Bruce R. McConkie, ―Drink from the Fountain,‖ 
Tambuli, Dec 1985, 7 

http://scriptures.lds.org/acts/8/26-31
http://scriptures.lds.org/acts/8/26-31
http://scriptures.lds.org/acts/8/26-31


 Everyone needs help in 

understanding the scriptures.  

Many of the revelations in the 

Doctrine and Covenants came as 

answers to questions Joseph 

Smith had as he read and reread 

the Old and New Testaments.  If 

Joseph Smith needed a host of 

revelations to understand the 

scriptures, the probability is that 

you and I will also.  Surely the fact 

that our current edition of the Bible 

contains over a thousand pages of 

aids and helps suggests that at 

least some help is needed.   

 -Joseph Fielding McConkie, 

Between the Lines: Unlocking 

Scripture with Timeless Principles 



Topical Guide for the Scriptures 

True to the Faith 

Hymns 

 Index of Gospel Topics at 

lds.org 

Preach My Gospel 

Personal Progress 

Value Experiences 

For the Strength of Youth 

Sharing time outline 

 



Seminary Student Study 

guides: http://www.ldsces.org/ 

 Institute Student Manuals: 

Gospel Doctrine Student Study 

Guides 

Gospel Doctrine Teacher’s 

Manuals 

http://www.ldsces.org/
http://www.ldsces.org/


Ephesians 4:11–14 

He gave: 

For… 
Until… That… 

NT Seminary Student Manual,  

http://scriptures.lds.org/eph/4/11-14
http://scriptures.lds.org/eph/4/11-14
http://scriptures.lds.org/eph/4/11-14


Ephesians 4:11–14 

He gave: 

Apostles, 

prophets, 

evangelists 

Pastors 

teachers 

For… 

The 

perfecting of 

the saints 

The work of 

the ministry, 

the edifying 

of the body 

of Christ 

 Until… 

 We all come in 
the unity of the 
faith and the 
knowledge of 
the Son of 
God 

 To the perfect 
man unto the 
measure of 
the stature of 
the fulness of 
Christ 

 That… 

 We be no 
more children 
tossed to and 
fro and carried 
about with 
every wind of 
doctrine, the 
sleight of men 
and cunning 
craftiness or 
those who lie 
in wait to 
deceive 

In your own words explain why the 

Church must be organized as the Lord 

directed. 

NT Seminary Student Manual,  

http://scriptures.lds.org/eph/4/11-14
http://scriptures.lds.org/eph/4/11-14
http://scriptures.lds.org/eph/4/11-14


 

Sing songs  to give hints as to 

which picture comes next: 

 

On a Golden Springtime 

Book of Mormon Stories 

The Priesthood is Restored 

I belong to the Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints 

The Hearts of the Children 



The Apostasy 
Foretold 

Gospel Principles pg 93 

See also Preach My Gospel 

 

 2 Peter 2;1 

Matthew 24:9-12 

John 16:1-33 

Amos 8:11 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 



Next to D&C 84:38  

  The Lord’s Wages 

XD&C 29:45 

 

Next to D&C 29:45 put: 

  Satan’s wages  X 

Alma 30:60 

 

Next to Alma 30:60 put: 

Satan’s wages XD&C 

84:38 

 

 

 

D&C 84:38 

And he that receiveth my 

Father receiveth my Father’s 

kingdom; therefore all that my 

Father hath shall be given 

unto him. 

D&C 29:45 

For they love darkness rather 

than light, and their deeds are 

evil, and they receive their 

wages of whom they list to 

obey 

Alma 30:60 

And thus we see the end of 

him who perverteth the ways 

of the Lord; and thus we see 

that the devil will  not support 

his children at the last day, but 

doth speedily drag them down 

to hell 



When scripture 

chaining, you choose 

one scripture for each 

topic as a reference 

scripture. Other 

scriptures on the 

same topic are 

―chained‖ (or cross 

referenced) to this 

reference scripture. 

http://library.lds.org/nxt/gateway.dll?f=id$id=neweralp.nfo:o:180d$cid=neweralp.nfo$t=document-frame.htm$3.0$p=


Now add the reference scripture to 

the margin of each ―chained‖ 

scripture. This reminds you where 

the reference scripture is located 

and aids you in going back to this 

scripture to find others on the 

subject.  

http://library.lds.org/nxt/gateway.dll?f=id$id=neweralp.nfo:o:180f$cid=neweralp.nfo$t=document-frame.htm$3.0$p=


 1. Pray for understanding and invite the help 
of the Holy Ghost. 

 Begin scripture study with prayer. 

 Ask for understanding as you study. 

 Express gratitude as you conclude. 

 2. Work. 

 Pay the price of regular and diligent study. 

 3. Be consistent. 

 Set aside a specific and scheduled time each 
day. 

 4. Ponder. 

 Think about the truths, experiences, and lessons 
in the scriptures. 

 Take time—pondering cannot be forced, hurried, 
or rushed. 

 5. Write down impressions, thoughts, and 
feelings. 

 Record what you learn, think, and feel. 

 Invite the Holy Ghost to continue instruction. 

  
David A. Bednar, ―How can I learn more when I 
read the scriptures?,‖ Friend, Apr 2009, 17 

 

 



 It is interesting to note that the first and last books of the 

Old Testament pose important questions: ―Am I my 

brother’s keeper?‖ (Gen. 4:9), and ―Will a man rob God?‖ 

(Mal. 3:8).  

Achieving scriptural guidance is aided by posing pertinent 

questions. 24 You might ask, ―What principle can be 

learned from these teachings of the Lord?‖  

For example 

http://scriptures.lds.org/gen/4/9
http://scriptures.lds.org/mal/3/8
http://www.lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?hideNav=1&locale=0&sourceId=663fa1615ac0c010VgnVCM1000004d82620a____&vgnextoid=2354fccf2b7db010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRD
http://www.lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?hideNav=1&locale=0&sourceId=663fa1615ac0c010VgnVCM1000004d82620a____&vgnextoid=2354fccf2b7db010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRD


Principles learned from that study show that any great 

attainment requires proper planning, timing, patience, 

labor, and no shortcuts.  
Russell M. Nelson, ―Living by Scriptural Guidance,‖ Ensign, Nov 2000, 16–18 

 

 , …scriptures teach 

that the Creation was 

accomplished in six 

periods of time 



Chapter Summaries- give students a preview, good way 

to cover a story when you have teaching time constraints 

Maps – 

Alternate words: HEB, IE, OR in the footnotes 

JST – Joseph Smith Translations 

Use Dictionaries 



We invite all young 

women to prepare 

spiritually to hear the 

inspired messages from 

our leaders by reading 

about the prophet Joshua 

(see Joshua 1) and 

learning of his strength 

and courage. 



Be strong and 

of good 

courage! 



What did the Lord say Joshua would need courage and 

strength to do?  Joshua 1:7 



What did the Lord say Joshua would need courage and 

strength to do?  Joshua 1:7 

Although Joshua would need courage to fight many 

military battles, he would also need moral courage – the 

courage to do what is right 

What challenges do we face today that require strength 

and moral courage? 

What examples of moral courage have you observed? 

 



Why do you think 
scripture study would 
have been important 
for Joshua to 
succeed in his 
calling? 

 

How does regular 
scripture study help 
us? 



 



Perhaps we as teachers are like good 

mothers.  We always want to have a 

nice ―hot meal‖ ready for our students 

when they arrive  

   
But a good mom sooner or later realizes that 

someday her children will be on their own, 
and they will need to know how to cook for 
themselves.   

Leaders of the church …have long 
encouraged us not only to provide lessons 
that are ―ready to eat‖ but also to help our 
students learn how to ―cook‖ on their own. 

 -Eternal Investments, Howard W Hunter, 10 Feb 1989, 1-3 

 



 



1) Teach the Principles of the Gospel 

2) Out of the Scriptures 

3) Observe and do the covenants and 

church articles 

4) Pray the prayer of faith 

5) Be directed by the Spirit 



 

The Law of Teaching  

                       v4-17 

Laws of Morality                      

v18-29 

1 
2 

3 

4 
5 



Gospel principles illustrated in people’s lives 

Questions 

Lists 

Definitions of words or concepts 

 Imagery and symbols 

Prophetic commentary on a principle or event 

 If, then relationships 

Conduct that pleases or displeases God 

Patterns of events, characteristics, or actions 



1 Cor 12  

Vs 7 shade Spirit, underline different gifts 

Vs 12 shade body, underline  different parts of the body 

Vs 28 shade church, underline different positions or 
callings 

Paul is teaching as the church has its different members, 
who will in turn have different positions and different 
responsibilities, so will the Spirit of the Lord be given to 
them as to their different needs and gifts.  What a 
wonderful way the Lord provides for our salvation as a 
church! 

 Jerry Wilson, Teaching with Spiritual Power, 126 



 

Plan for salvation as a church – different members, 

positions, responsibilities, needs, gifts 



D&C 25 Elect 

Lady 



  
[28] And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with 
thee: blessed art thou among women. 
[29] And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of 
salutation this should be. 
[30] And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. 
[31] And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name 
JESUS. 
[32] He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David: 
[33] And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 
[34] Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? 
[35] And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of 
thee shall be called the Son of God. 
[36] And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is 
the sixth month with her, who was called barren. 
[37] For with God nothing shall be impossible. 
[38] And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the 
angel departed from her. 
[39] And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Juda; 
[40] And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. 
[41] And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her 
womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 
[42] And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of thy womb. 
[43] And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
[44] For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my 
womb for joy. 
[45] And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were 
told her from the Lord. 
[46] And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
[47] And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
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See the power of the word of 
God in every aspect of our lives 



Connect the prophets and people 

of the past to the experiences of 

individuals today 

Graven images 
Then Now 



Put yourself or your 

name into the 

scriptural text 

Peace I leave with you, 

________, my peace I 

give unto you: not as 

the world giveth, give I 

unto you.  Let not your 

heart be troubled, 

__________, neither let 

it be afraid. John 14:27 



 



 



Who is speaking? 

Whom is that person speaking to? 

What is he or she speaking about? 

What is he or she responding to? 

Why is he or she saying this? 

 

Read the verses before and after 

Study the political, social, or economic history of the times 
in which a scriptures was given. 

Look at the chapter headings 

Manuals and study guides 

 



 I have a key by which I understand the scriptures.  I 

enquire, what was the question which drew out the 

answer, or caused Jesus to utter the parable?   



Know the afflictions the 

Saints were suffering in 

Missouri at that time and 

the conditions the Prophet 

Joseph Smith and his 

companions endured in 

Liberty Jail 



We can benefit from a basic 

knowledge of the area in which 

he traveled and the condition of 

the branches of the Church to 

which he wrote 



 (54-21) Located at the junction of two important valleys and three 
major roads, Laodicea was one of the richest commercial centers in 
the ancient world. It was especially noted for its banking, its 
manufacture of a unique black wool, and for a medical school that 
was famous for an eye salve made from Phrygian stone (Revelation 
3:18). Hot springs at Hierapolis, a short distance to the north, sent 
steaming waters into the streams that flowed southward. Those 
waters were still lukewarm when they reached Laodicea (3:15, 16). 
Ironically enough, this city was often called “the City of 
Compromise,” the very problem that seemed to affect the 
Laodicean members of the church.  

 -OT Institute manual 

http://scriptures.lds.org/rev/3/18
http://scriptures.lds.org/rev/3/18
http://scriptures.lds.org/rev/3/15-16


―Hot‖ may refer to the hot, 

medicinal waters of nearby 

Hierapolis.  The church at 

Laodicea supplied neither 

healing for the spiritually 

sick nor refreshment for 

the spiritually weary 

NIV footnote Rev 3:16 

Be careful not to turn context – 

such as the history,  politics, 

economics, or language of the 

people in the scriptures –into the 

main focus of the lesson. 



An Help meet for 

him 

Worthy of, 

corresponding to, 

suitable for 

Not helpmate or 

assistant with 

lesser status 

b 

ie 

, 



 It is often easier to understand a gospel principle when it 

is expressed as part of a scriptural story. 

Stories engage people’s interest and show how gospel 

principles apply in everyday life. 

Stories are often easier to remember than abstract 

statements of principles 

Helpful to read a story aloud together, taking turns reading 

 If the story is long summarize it. Having learners read a 

few key verses at important points in the story. 

Chapter or section headings can be helpful when you 

prepare and present summaries 

 



 OT Seminary Student Manual pg102: President Hinckley’s story of 
switchpoints 

 As you read 2 Samuel 11-12 look for ―switch points‖ in David’s life that 
put him on a different ―track‖ than the one he started on in his younger 
years 



Verses  What David did  What David 

should have 

done  

1  

2  

3  

4  

6–8, 14–17  

26–27  

Annotate 

2 Sam 11 

 Decisions That Changed David’s Life 

 

OT Seminary Student Manual,102 

http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/1
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/2
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/3
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/4
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/6-8,14-17
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/6-8,14-17
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/6-8,14-17
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/6-8,14-17
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/6-8,14-17
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/26-27
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/26-27
http://scriptures.lds.org/2_sam/11/26-27


What David did What David should have 

done 

1 Tarried at Jerusalem Avoid idleness 

2 Walked on roof,saw a 

beautiful woman 

Control your environment 

3 Enquired after the 

woman 

Control thoughts 

4 the woman conceived Control passions 

6-8,  Brought Uriah home  Don’t cover up sin, confess 

and repent 

14-17 Sent Uriah to the front 

to die 

Avoid more serious sin by 

repenting 

Underline 

Annotate 

in margin 



When we study the lives of individuals in the scriptures, 

we often see gospel principles at work over a period of 

time 

Lahonti 

Zeezrom 



Encourage all to follow along 

 Invite them to listen and look for specific principles or 

ideas 

Allow time for them to urn to each scripture passage 

before it is read 

Ask for volunteers 

Work with individuals who have trouble reading so they 

can come prepared to read a passage successfully 

Explain difficult or unusual words – See Seminary Student 

Manuals 

 



Unique vocabulary 

True to the Faith 

Bible Dictionary 

Dictionary 

Seminary student manuals 



 



 



Bible Dictionary 

Footnotes and Cross-References 

Headings of Chapters and Sections 

 Introductory pages 

Maps 

Topical Guide 

 



How? 



 

http://bp3.blogger.com/_7rAPcLs2lIE/Rt3bvPUwDEI/AAAAAAAAAN0/zI8y4LyDRho/s1600-h/quiet+as+a+mouse+example.jpg


 You will remember how Moses was taught reverence. As he herded the 
sheep of his father-in-law, he turned aside to examine a bush which seemed 
to be burning yet was not consumed. As he drew near, the Lord called unto 
him out of the midst of the bush, saying, ―Moses, Moses.‖ Moses, answering, 
said, ―Here am I.‖ 

 ―Draw not nigh hither,‖ said the Lord ―put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for 
the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.‖ (See Ex. 3:1–5.) 

http://scriptures.lds.org/ex/3/1-5
http://scriptures.lds.org/ex/3/1-5
http://scriptures.lds.org/ex/3/1-5


 



Act it out 



 Help children become familiar with 
the names and order of the books in 
the scriptures 

 Help with the language of the 
scriptures 

 Give the page number with the 
reference 

 Tell the story in your own words and 
read key passages 

 Help to read aloud 

 Illustrated books of scripture 

 Teach them to ask questions as they 
read 

 Use other teaching methods 



Give the page number 

Read together out loud 

Help children focus and listen when scriptures are read 

Have them listen for a specific word or idea 

Act out the story 

Puppets-resurrection 

Show or Draw pictures 

Memorize scriptures, repetition, short phrases and visuals 

Case studies to apply the doctrine in the scripture 

Draw on the chalkboard 

Fingerplays 

 



Plan ways to identify the doctrine for the children and help 

them understand it and apply it in their lives.  Consider 

how you can give the children opportunities: 

Discuss the doctrine 

Read scriptures related to the doctrine 

Visualize the doctrine 

Song songs related to the doctrine 

Do a physical activity related to the doctrine. 
 2010 Outline for Sharing Time,pg.2 



 I don’t know much about 
the gospel other than 
what I’ve learned from 
the standard works.  
When I drink from a 
spring I like to get the 
water where it comes out 
of the ground, not down 
the stream after the 
cattle have waded in it…I 
appreciate other people’s 
interpretation, but when it 
comes to the gospel we 
ought to be acquainted 
with what the Lord says 
and we ought to read it. 

 -Marion G. Romney, CES 
convention, 13 Apr. 
1973,4 

Know where it came from… 



"Roll making is a great 
homemaking skill. As I 
bake them, a sweet 
aroma fills the house. I 
am able to show my 
love for my family by 
sharing something I 
created. 

  

When I study the 
scriptures, the Spirit of 
the Lord fills my home. 
I gain important 
understanding, which I 
then share with my 
family, and my love for 
them increases.  
 



The Lord has told us that our time should 'be devoted to 
the studying of the scriptures' (D&C 26:1) and that 'the 
Book of Mormon and the holy scriptures are given... for 
[our] instruction' (D&C 33:16). Every woman can be a 
gospel doctrine instructor in her home, and every sister in 
the Church needs gospel knowledge as a leader and 
teacher. If you have not already developed the habit of 
daily scripture study, start now and keep studying in order 
to be prepared for your responsibilities in this life and in 
the eternities." - Julie B. Beck, "My Soul Delighteth in the 
Scriptures," Ensign, May 2004 

http://scriptures.lds.org/dc/26/1
http://scriptures.lds.org/dc/33/16
http://library.lds.org/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates$fn=default.htm
http://library.lds.org/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates$fn=default.htm


How did Joseph Smith approach 

gospel study? 

How did gospel study influence 

his life? 

How has your gospel study 

influenced your life? 
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The light rested upon 

me… 

 I have learned for 

myself… 



V8 recognize problem and reflect on it 

V8 Give it time 

V10 Ask questions 

V11 labor 

V11 Read the scriptures 

V12 Ponder on the scriptures again and again 

V13 Recognize and act on promptings 

V14,15 Pray, keep praying through the darkness 

V17 THE LIGHT RESTED UPON ME 
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Pattern for receiving light 
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Keep praying through the 

dark times 



2 Ne 4:15-16 Delight in the scriptures, ponder 

continually, read for profit and 

learning 

2 Ne 32:3 Feast on scriptures, they tell you all 

things to do 

D&C 58:26-28 We are agents unto ourselves, be 

anxiously engaged of our own free 

will, Don’t be slothful or have to be 

compelled 

D&C 88:118 Teach one another, seek learning by 

study and by faith 
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